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University of Montana
Office of News and Publications
NEWS RELEASE Missoula, MT 59812
(406) 243-2522
April 19, 1991
UM FACULTY, STUDENTS HELP ORGANIZE 
MISSOULA'S FIRST MIDDLE EASTERN FILM FESTIVAL
MISSOULA —
Missoula's first Middle Eastern Film Festival, organized by University 
of Montana faculty members Mehrdad Kia and Michel Valentin, UM students and 
community members, will take place May 3-5 at the Crystal Theatre, 515 S. 
Higgins Ave.
Many of the films —  recent releases from Iran, Israel, Egypt and 
Turkey —  are by award-winning directors whose work has been shown widely 
in their homelands and Europe.
Nearly all the films deal with contemporary life in the Middle East, 
including women's issues.
After each showing, a panel made up of community members and UM 
faculty members and students will analyze the film and answer audience 
questions.
The faculty members will include history Assistant Professor Kia, 
foreign languages and literatures Assistant Professor Valentin; humanities 
Associate Professor Julia Watson and Professor Phil Fandozzi; geography 
assistant professor Jamil Brownson; political science Associate Professor 
Bill Chaloupka; English Professor and Department Chair Henry Harrington; 
and philosophy Associate Professor Fred McGlynn.
On Thursday, May 2, the festival will open with a Middle Eastern 
Heritage Night. The event, featuring authentic Middle Eastern foods 
prepared by Missoula chef Ray Risho, will begin at 7 p.m. at the First 
United Methodist Church, 300 E. Main St. Music and folk dancing will
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follow. The cost for the entire evening will be $7 a person.
The films cost $2 each; a pass to all of them costs $12. The schedule 
follows:
Friday, Hay 3
7 p.m.: "Price of Revolution" program:
• "Permissible Dreams" (Egypt)
• "Price of Change" (Egypt)
• "Veiled Revolution" (Egypt)
9:15 p.m.: "Fertile Memories" (Made by
Saturday, May i
2 p.m.: "Late Summer Blues" (Israel)
4 p.m.: "Adieu, Bonaparte" (Egypt)
7 p.m.: "The Wall" (Turkey)
9:15 p.m.: "The Suitors" (Iran)
Sunday, May 5
2 p.m.: To be announced
4 p.m.: "The Wall" (Turkey)
7 p.m.: "The Horse" (Turkey)
9:15 p.m.: To be announced
For more information about screenings, call the Crystal at 728-5748.
###
Contacts: Assistant Professor Mehrdad Kia, 243-2979 or 243-2231;
Assistant Professor Michel Valentin, 243-2301 or 243-2401.
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